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On 05-26-2020, at approximately 1730 hours, Detectives Adan Torres and Scott Giles were detailed to 
respond to South Los Angeles Station to investigate the circumstances involving a deputy involved 
shooting. Detectives arrived at the command post and contacted South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station 
Unit #31B of the PM Unit, Deputies Anthony Terrini and Michael Lee. These deputies provided 
detectives with a brief synopsis of the occurrences that lead to the deputy involved shooting. 


Assisting Detectives Torres and Giles, with processing the crime scene and gathering evidence were 
Homicide Detectives Gustavo Carrillo, Daniel Machuca, Alfred Jaime and David Gunner. Detectives 
were told by Deputy Terrini that several detectives from the Operation Safe Street Gang Surveillance 
Unit, were surveying a murder suspect at 110" Street west of Vermont Avenue. These Detectives 
saw Mr. Avitia look out the front door of a residence they were surveying on 110" Street. Detectives 
surrounded that residence and made call outs via their loud speakers of a patrol vehicle. The residents 
of the target location came out and were contacted by deputies. During the call outs, Robert Avitia, 
was seen by these detectives running out the back door of the residence towards 109" Place. 
Detectives that were set up on 109" Place, saw Robert Avitia on the south sidewalk on 109" Place 
holding a pistol in his hands. Detectives ordered him to drop the gun, however, Mr. Avitia ignored the 
orders and ran away from detectives. Mr. Avitia ran to the front of West 109" Place, which is 
situated at the north side of 109" Place, still holding the pistol. Additional detectives cut off his avenue 
of escape by positioning themselves at the corner of Budlong Avenue and 109" Place. Detectives 
continuously ordered Мг. Avitia to drop his firearm and put his hands in the air, which he ignored. Мг. 
Avitia was seen making a phone call, while detectives were ordering to drop the gun. After completing 
his phone call Mr. Avitia raised his right elbow and hand holding the firearm toward the direction of the 
detectives’ position at Budlong Avenue at 109" Place. At this point a Deputy Involved Shooting 
occurred in which Mr. Avitia was struck several times іп the upper torso. Paramedics from Los Angeles 
County Fire Engine #14 responded to the scene of the shooting. Paramedic Sowden pronounced Mr. 
Avitia dead at 1720 hours. Detectives from the Gang surveillance unit were then transported to South 
Los Angeles Sheriff's Station, were they awaited the arrival of Homicide Investigators to be interviewed. 


Оп 05-26-2020, at approximately 2015 hours, while Detectives were walking the scene they were 
contacted by a residence оп 109" Place Witness Witness [J spoke with 
detectives and told them he was washing dishes inside his residence when he heard “stop running” 
from outside his residence. He saw an officer get out of a black vehicle. Witness | не ће 


D 
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saw a Hispanic Male running with his hand under his shirt as if he was holding something. Witness 
| stated he heard the officer yell “put down your weapon!” and Mr. Avitia was running toward 
Budlong Avenue. Witness told Detectives he lost sight of the Hispanic Male and the officers 
so he went outside to get a better view of what was happening. He saw Mr. Avitia on the north side of 
109" Place toward Budlong Avenue and he was facing south. He heard officers yell put the weapon 
down at least two times to Mr. Avitia. Witness ШЕШЕ. he saw Мг. Avitia was saying something, 
but could not make out what Mr. Avitia was saying. Witness 5654 he could only see Mr. Avitia 
from the waste up because the vehicles were blocking his view. Witness stated he saw Мг. 
Avitia look side to side and it was quiet, then he heard several gunshots. Witness ШЕЕЕЕг:есі he 
saw the Deputies toward Budlong Avenue fire first at Mr. Avitia, then he saw the Deputy who was 
behind a black SUV fire second. 


On 05-26-2020, Detectives watched a video from an unknown Twitter account иш. Detectives 
noted deputies behind a white vehicle on the south curb line of 109" Place. Detectives noted deputies 
giving commands to drop the gun. Detectives noted several gunshots in the video and noted Mr. Avitia 
go tothe ground. Detectives noted the deputies approached Mr. Avitia and took cover behind a vehicle 
on the north side of the street. 


-26-2020, at approximately 2224 hours, Detectives met and spoke with Detective ЕЕЕ 
t South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station. Present during this interview and representing 
Detective маз Attorney Bill Hadden. Detectives noted Detective f was dressed in 
civilian clothes which consisted of tan shorts, а black T-shirt, and a black baseball cap. Detective 
ШШ Detectives this was the clothing he was dressed in during the shooting, however he also 


had on a tactical bullet proof vest which was green and had Sheriff's insignias іп the form of patches 
affixed to the front and the back of it. 


Detective EEE told Detectives he was working a case that was assigned for to him by Homicide 

Detectives Recchia апа Lukehart Detective ЕЕЕ anc his team of Detectives were detailed to 

locate and apprehend a murder suspect related to Detectives Recchia and Lukehart's case. Detective 
told us that suspect was Robert Avitia, DOB: 09-23-01. 


Detective told Detectives he had information that Mr. Avitia was somewhere in the area of ЕШ 
He stated his role during this operation was to be the “eye” who is 


essentially the Detective responsible for surveying the target location for Mr. Avitia. 


Detective [EE told Detectives he and his team of Detectives began their surveillance on the 26" at 
= in the morning, and continued through the afternoon. Sometime around 5:00 p.m. Detective 


saw Mr. Avitia look out the front door of the house he was surveying. Detective 
advised his team via his held hand radio that he had seen Mr. Avitia they were looking for at the house 
he was surveying. Detective positioned Detective ЩИ and Special Agent 
the rear of іп case Mr. Avitia ran out the back of the house. Detective [I 
positioned the uniformed Deputies at the front of in order to use their loud speaker 
to make call outs to that location. Detective tated Detective} nd Detective ШЕН 
positioned themselves with the take down car, east of the target location. He also recalled Sergeant 


@ 
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Маз positioned west of the target location with himself. Detective requested an airship 
during the call outs, however they were informed all helicopters were grounded due to weather. 


Detective № stated once everyone was in position they used the loud speaker in the take down 
car to give orders to the residents of the home to come out with their hands up. During these orders 
and call outs they also named the person they were looking for by name, Robert Avitia. Detective 

recalled while making these call outs he heard Detective say “someone ran out of the 
rear of the location heading north”. Moments after hearing this а arc radio traffic 
from the Detectives position to the rear of the location that Mr. Avitia was running westbound on 109% 
Place with a gun. Detective f mediately started running west оп 110" Place toward Budlong 
Avenue in order to assist those Deputies. While running оп 110", Detective И drove up next 
to Detective and told him to get into his truck. They drove to the coroner of 109" Place and 
Budlong Avenue where he saw Deputies Woodard and Campos standing outside of their explorer 
pointing their guns to the northeast corner of Видіопо Avenue and 109" Place. 


Detective a | told Detectives, he saw Mr. Avitia standing on the north curb of 109" Place 
approximately 20 to 30 yards east of Budlong Avenue. Detective [positioned himself on the 
south curb line of 109" Place, behind a vehicle parked on the south curb approximately 20 yards away 


from Mr. Avitia. Detective stated he began to yell commands to Mr. Avitia to “drop the 

”. Detective stated he saw Mr. Avitia was holding a gun in his right hand. Detective 
ОКЕ recalled seeing Deputies 07 standin to his right, taking cover behind 
the same vehicle and yelling commands to Mr. Avitia. Detect yc М Mr. Avitia had the hand 
gun in his right hand, at his right side moving it toward his crouch area. He also added that he со Id 
clearly see Mr. Avitia’s finger was in the trigger well of the pistol. Detective HE stated while he 
and other Deputies were yelling commands to Mr. Avitia he could see Mr. Avitia look toward his left and 
toward his right where other Detectives were also positioned. He recalled Sergeant A designating 
certain Deputies to be the lethal weapons and other Deputies to be less lethal weapons. He recalled 
Deputies ата cre designated as the lethal weapons. 


Detective ЕН told Detectives he saw Mr. Avitia retrieve his cell phone from his pant pocket and 
make a phone call which was in Spanish and English. He stated he could not hear exactly what Mr. 
Avitia was saying, however the tone sounded as if he was saying goodbye to someone. While Mr. 
Avitia made his phone call, he remained standing on the north curb of 109" Place with the pistol in his 
hand. Detective [heard Detective [tell them “he's saying his goodbyes,” as Mr. Avitia 
ended his phone call. 


When Mr. Avitia completed his phone call Detective ЩИ stated he saw the muscles on his right 
wrist tighten up as if making a fist. He could also see his right forearm begin to tense. Detective 
BEE stated he saw Mr. Avitia jerk his right hand up. Detective ШЕШ: he feared for his 
safety and his partner’s safety as he thought Mr. Avitia was going to shoot them. Detective ЕН 
stated he squeezed the trigger on his department issued MP5 and fired what he believed were 12 
rounds in the direction of Mr. Avitia. 
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Detective stated he saw Мг. Avitia go down to the ground. Не and additional Deputies 
approached Mr. Avitia and called for a deputy to bring a ballistic shield up to assist them. Detective 
И << Detectives he saw Mr. Avitia was lying face down on the ground with the gun somewhere 
above his head. He recalled Deputy Campos requesting paramedics to their location in order to render 
aid to Mr. Avitia. Deputies approached Mr. Avitia and handcuffed him. 


Detective о Detectives he recalled Mr. Avitia’s right hand was at his side and his left hand 
was positioned underneath his body. Detective ШІ гіс not recall who requested fire at that time, 
because he was focused on Mr. Avitia. He also stated he did not see what the other Deputies did at 
this point, because he was so focused on Mr. Avitia and Mr. Avitia’s hands. 


Detective № told Detectives the prior week, on Wednesday, һе and his team members were 
surveying houses on 110" Street, specifically | ы Пеесіуе stated 
they surveyed the houses all day and sometime around 4:00 P.M. he received a call from Detective 
Lukehart telling them they could stop surveying the house. Detective [J took his tactical vest off 
while still sitting in his vehicle, but recalled several people were still standing outside ой 

Detective Ml waited a few moments and eventually saw Mr. Avitia come out of that house and 
walk east on 110" Place toward Vermont Avenue, losing sight of him at some point. 


Detective [EE told Detectives, he was wearing an olive drab tactical vest with Sheriff Badge on the 
front and Sheriff's insignias on the back. This vest also had two magazine pouches on the front one 
for his MP5 rifle and another for his M&P pistol. Also on this vest were pouches for handcuffs, a 
tourniquet and a large Sheriff patch оп the back. Не also was wearing а “drop down holster” for his 
department issued M&P pistol. 


Detective ЕШ gave Detectives the МР5 rifle he fired in the shooting. Detectives noted it to be a 
MP5K, HECKLER & KOCH rifle. Detectives noted there was one live round in the chamber and 17 
rounds in the magazine. Detective [told Detectives he normally carries it with one live round 
in the chamber and 29 rounds in the magazine. Detectives also noted this rifle to bear Serial 

After connecting a round count Detectives noted Detective] fired 12 rounds during 
the shooting. Detective further added he had the rifle in the semi-automatic position when һе 
fired it. He also told Detectives he recognized Mr. Avitia when he saw him on 110" Street, because 
he had printed out photographs in compiled operation plans for this surveillance a week prior and that 
morning. 


Detective [J had nothing further to add and this interview was terminated. 


On 05-26-2020, at approximately 2300 hours, Detectives Giles and Torres met and spoke with 
Detective at South Los Angeles Sheriffs Station. Present during the 
interview was Attorney Bill Hayden. Detectives noted Detective а wearing civilian attire 
which consisted of a black shirt, gray shorts, and a black and gray “Dodger” hat. Detective} 

was also wearing a tactical vest with a Sheriff's cloth badge on the left breast area of the vest and 
“Sheriff” оп the back of the vest during the incident. The vest consisted of a radio holder, magazine 
holders for an M4, 9mm M&P, and magazine pouch for an МР5К. р | vest also 
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had pouches for handcuffs and а flashlight. Detective ЕЕЕ соғ Detectives the department 
issued him an M4 rifle 223 caliber, ап M&P 9mm and a МР5К 9mm. Detective БЕНЕН told 
detectives on 05-26-2020, he was carrying a MP5 over his chest and his county issued МЕР 9mm т а 
“drop down holster” on his left thigh. 


Detective [told Detectives he arrived at South Los Angeles Station to brief the operation for 
the day, which was Detective operation. The operation for the day was surveillance for a 
murder suspect by the name of Robert Avitia. —— | told detectives he knew what 
Robert Avitia looked like based on several photographs of Mr. Avitia, his height and weight, and tattoo 
information. 


Detective EEE stated at around 1015 hours, he parked his county vehicle (blue Dodge Ram) 
approximately five houses west of Vermont Avenue. Бал үс И tates he was set up at 
that location so he could observe Detective [EEE stated he was facing west 
in his vehicle. Detective] ated at approximately 1645 hours, Detective [EE said over 
his hand held radio he saw Mr. Avitia look out the front door of 


Detective ЕН said a plan to surround and call out Mr. Avitia was initiated. A surround and call out 


according the Detective is when Deputies surround a residence and use the PA of a Sheriff's 
vehicle to call Mr. Avitia out by name. Once the location was surrounded О | stated 
Deputy Campos started to do call outs for Suspect Robert Avitia. Detective stated he was 
just east of ae 


land was parked behind Deputies Woodard and Gapos’ Sheriff's vehicle, 
which was an unmarked Ford Explorer. Detective ВИ ао he could see the front door of 
ІІ = Detective нам Deputy Campos gave commands for Robert Avitia to 
exit the residence approximately 5 to 6 times. Detective мен ап older шш. exited 


he residence and was asking “Why the deputies were there.” Detective also stated 
females exited the residence |“ 


Detective И stated he saw а male running toward the back of the residence, when he lost 
sight of the male. Detective ШЕШЕН 70 his hand held radio advised Detective [EE and 
Special Agent that a_male was running toward the back of the residence. Detective 
a - < Special Agent vised over the radio Robert Avitia was running westbound 
109" Place. Detectivel got into his truck and drove westbound 1107 Street, and was behind 
Deputies Woodard and Campos’ vehicle. Detective НИ stopped his vehicle and picked up 
Detective | Ё continued to drive northbound Budlong Avenue stopping at the intersection of 
Budlong Avenue and 109" Place. Detective saw Robert Avitia on the north sidewalk іп 
front of ВИ ОУ" Place. Detective got out of his truck and heard Deputies Campos and 
Woodard telling Mr. Avitia to put down the gun. Detective АВ saw the Mr. Avitia holding a 
black semi-automatic handgun, Detective ШЕШЕ was approximately 25 yards southwest of Mr. 
Avitia. Detective Mexic his truck went eastbound on 109" Place and took tactical position 
on the south curb line behind a vehicle, for a better angle to have visual on Mr. Avitia. Detective 

was joined by Detective [land Sergeant] behind the vehicle and told Mr. Avitia 
approximately 25 to 30 times to drop the gun. 

@ 
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Detective ИИ saw Robert Avitia holding the handgun with his right hand with the finger on the 
trigger, and the gun was to the right side Mr. Avitia. Detective И зе Detecve == 


the only one to give commands once they were behind the vehicle on the south curb line, and Detective 
was giving the commands in English. Mr. Avitia was ignoring the commands, and Detective 
tated Mr. Avitia used his left hand to take out a cell phone from his right pocket. Detective 
stated Мг. Avitia used the gun to lift the shirt just above his right pocket as he retrieved the 
cell phone. Detective И stated he heard Mr. Avitia say ШЕШ and Мг. Avitia was talking 
in English and = Detective ШИ heard Mr. Avitia say “yeah yeah good bye got to go.” 


Detective! 


told detectives he speaks Spanish. 


Detective ИИ stated once the phone call ended Mr. Avitia started to point the gun at the 
detective: etective} stated he was afraid Mr. Avitia was going to shoot him and Detective 
lor Detective the deputies were approximately 6 feet away from one another. Detective 


tated believing Mr. Avitia was going to shoot them, he fired 4 rounds from МР5 towards 
Mr. Avitia ie те Mr. Avitia fall to the ground and behind a white van, which caused 


Detective Ко lose sight of Mr. Avitia’s upper body. Detective heard Detectives 
HE ШИ ее weapons. Detective ШЕШЕ ге Detective had a better 
line of sight of Mr. Avitia while he was on the ground, and heard 2 gunshots from the east of his location. 


Detective stated when Mr. Avitia was on the ground deputies made more commands to Мг. 
Avitia. Detective saw Mr. Avitia down on his belly and no sight of the gun. Detective 
stated Sergeant lan to approach Mr. Avitia and used Deputy Campos with 
a shield along with Detectives Sergeant and Deputy Woodard when they 
approached Mr. Avitia. Detective stated he was about 5 to 10 feet from Mr. Avitia and 
there was no response from Mr. Avitia of the commands given to him. Detective ЕЕЕ stated he 
saw Sergeant е the gun from Mr. Avitia which was under his belly. 


stated he started to render aid to Mr. Avitia. Detective stated the paramedics arrived 
quickly and paramedics began to render aid to Mr. Avitia. Paramedic pronounced Mr. Avitia dead a 
few minutes after they arrived on scene. Detective stated the scene was contained and he went to 


Detective ЩИ этес Mr. Avitia was handcuffed by кан Campos, and Detective| 


South Los Angeles Station. Detective added Sergeant ЕЙ during the incident 
designated Deputies [EE and 5 lethal and Deputy Woodard was the less lethal 
option. 

Detective ЩИ provided detectives with his MP5K, H&K. serial Detectives counted 
1 round in the chamber and 23 rounds іп the magazine. Detective} old detectives he loads 


the firearm with 28 rounds total, with 1 chambered апа 27 іп the magazine. The firearms МР5К had 
a semi-automatic, З burst, and a full automatic selector switch to fire the weapon. Detective] 

stated he used the firearm at the semi-automatic -auto selector. Detectives noted a single point sling 
on the firearm and an aim point micro red dot on the top rail of the firearm 


This concluded the interview with Detective [MJ and the interview was terminated. 


@ 
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Оп 05-26-2020, at approximately 2340 hours, Detectives met and spoke with Detective Eas 
lat South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station. Present during this interview representing Detective 
was Attorney Bill Hadden. 


Пеіесі е оо detectives, he began his shift at 0930 hours, at South Los Angeles Station and is 

currently assigned to Operation Safe Street Gang Surveillance Unit. Detective ill exotained he 

and his team members work in an undercover capacity primarily wearing street clothes and tactical 

vest with “Sheriff's” insignias on them when necessary. Detectives noted Detective [EEE was 

wearing a gray pair of shorts, black shirt, and a black baseball hat. Detectives also noted Detective 
had a Smith and Wesson МАР pistol in a thigh holster in is right thigh. 


Detective iii taicd he and team briefed for the third time regarding this particular case in which he 
and his team members were detailed to survey and apprehend Mr. Robert Avitia. Detective 

was assigned to take a position east of the location they were surveying near Vermont апа 109" Place. 
He recalled sometime close to 5:00 p.m. he heard Detective lac vised over the radio that he had 
seen Mr. Avitia look out the front door of the target location. Detective НИ broadcasted a plan to 
surround and call out Mr. Avitia from that location. 


Detective гес he and the other team members positioned themselves around the target 
locations somewhere around 10:15 a.m. that day. He added they waited and surveyed the locations 
the entire day before being advised that Mr. Avitia was seen at one of the locations. Detective 

stated the team members surrounded the target location to do the call outs which lasted for 
approximately 30 seconds. During these call outs Detective ШЕ saw an older Hispanic male come 
out of the location along with a female and a child. Detective recalled a second male coming 
out of the location who was yelling at detectives. 


Оеес ото detectives during these call outs he saw a Hispanic male run through the house 
toward the rear. He recalled Deputy Campos and Deputy Woodard were the ones doing the call outs 
using the PA’s system in their vehicle. Detective M stated he was searching one of the male’s 
that had exited the target location when he heard another detective broadcast over the radio that Mr. 
Avitia was spotted on the street north of him. Detective Ill stated he got into his car and drove 
west оп 110" Street toward 109" Place and Budlong Avenue. сеси stopped his vehicle at 
the corner of 109" Place and Budlong Avenue and saw Deputies Campos and Woodard who were 
wearing Sheriff's Department uniforms standing behind their vehicle taking cover. Detective 

told detectives he saw Mr. Avitia standing on the north sidewalk of 109" Place with a gun in his hand. 
He stated he immediately recognized Mr. Avitia when he saw him as Mr. Avitia they were intending to 
apprehend. 


Detective stated he and two other detectives walked toward а parked саг on the south side of 
109" Place where they took cover behind it. He then began to give commands to Mr. Avitia to drop 
the gun, which he ignored. He stated Мг, Ауйіа was holding the gun in his right hand and could see 
he had his finger on the trigger. Detective recalled standing next to Detective ШИ Detective 

nd Sergeant while taking cover behind the parked vehicle. He further added he 
recalled seeing the pistol in Mr. Avitia’s right hand, his finger on the trigger, and the gun pointing down 
by his right leg near his right pant pocket. 
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Пеюесіуе ШШсігес he knew Detectivel and Special Agent ШЕШЕ were positioned to 
the east of Mr. Avitia on 109" Place. He recalled Sergeant Ш assigning Deputies as designated 
lethal weapons. Detective stated he recalled the pistol that Mr. Avitia was holding to be black in 
color, he also added Mr. Avitia would not comply with the commands that he and other deputies were 
yelling him 


Detective _ stated he saw Mr. Avitia reach into his pant pocket and pull out a cell phone. 
Detective ould see the cell light up as it turned on and heard Mr. Avitia say “ЕЕЕ a 
policia, ya”. Detective 0 stated Mr. Avitia then began to look to his right and to his left at where 
deputies were positioned, raised his right hand which was holding the pistol, and began canting his 
hand toward him and other deputies. Detective д stated when he saw Mr. Avitia raise his hand 
holding the pistol pointed toward he and the other deputies, he fired 3 shots from his МР5 rifle. Не 
further added he saw Mr. Avitia go down however, thought he saw him still moving. Detective 

stated after he fired the 3 shots he heard 2 additional gunshots come from his east and thought Mr. 
Avitia had fired his pistol at him. He recalled Sergeant ЕЕ getting a ballistic shield up to their 
position after which he and the other deputies approached Mr. Avitia to render aid. 


Detective | ЕШ stated when Mr. Avitia made the phone call һе was under the impression “he” Mr. 
Avitia had made up his mind and “wasn't going out like that.” Detective [i also thought Mr. Avitia 
was going to shoot him and his partners when he saw his hand raised and cant toward their direction. 
petective IIE stated he approached Mr. Avitia) with additional deputies and saw the gun by Мг. 

vitia's body. Detective Ж immediately begah coordinating Los Angeles County Fire Rescue tó 
respond to their location. He recalled deputies rendering aid before Los Angeles County Fire arrived 
at the scene. 


After, Los Angeles County Fire arrived and began administering aid to Mr. Avitia, Detective ШЕН 
backed away from the scene and was subsequently transported to South Los Angeles Station where 
he awaited being interviewed by Homicide Detectives. Detective J added he recalled firing 3 
rounds from his M&P5. He also added he immediately recognized Mr. Avitia when he saw him at 109" 
Place because of all the photographs he had seen of him in the weeks prior. 


Detective [J relinquished his M&P rifle he fired during the shooting to detectives. He stated he 
normally carries it with 1 round in the chamber and 29 rounds in the magazine. Detectives rendered 
the rifle safe and noted 1 round was in the chamber and 26 rounds were in the magazine. Detectives 
also noted the МР5 rifle to be an H&K МР5 bearing Serial 4» Detectives also noted an aim 
point red dot optic affixed to the top rail of rifle. Detectives also noted a tactical flashlight affixed to the 
bottom rail of the rifle. 


Detective ЕШ had nothing further to add and this interview was terminated. 


On 05-27-2020, at approximately 0009 hours, Detectives Adan Torres and Scott Giles met and spoke 
with Detective [MMM at the South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station. Present during the 
meeting was Attorney Bill Hadden. 

@ 
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Detectives noted Detective lwas wearing civilian attire which consisted of gray shorts and a 
black shirt. Detective had a thigh holster attached to his belt and wrapped around his right 


thigh. Detective was also wearing a bullet proof tactical vest with Sheriff's insignias on the 


front and back of the vest during the incident. On the vest Detective IE had extra magazine 
pouches for an M4 magazines, 9mm magazines which were for his department issued AR15 rifle апа 
issued МАР 9mm handgun. Detective | 

radio, and OC spray. 


vest also contained pouches for handcuffs, his 


Detective Б ес he met with the GSU team at South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station in regards 
to the operation to survey a murder suspect by the name of Robert Avitia. Detective] stated 
Detective | ®% the team members where to set up during the surveillance of Robert Avitia. 
Detective stated he was assigned to the rear of 1109 110" Street at the corresponding 
numbers оп 109" Place. Detective! stated he was driving an unmarked Dodge Charger and 
was with Special Agen f the Homeland Security Office. Detective ЕЕЕ о а 
detectives at approximately 1700 hours, Detective ШЕШШШЕггіу/сесі over his hand held radio, he saw 
Suspect Robert Avitia inside the residence of Detective ЖЕШ эе he was 
keeping an eye on the rear of the property of ЖШН while the team members conducted а 
surround and call out. Detective ИИ stated he got out of the vehicle and heard over the radio 
someone was running toward the ba aw a male come out of the property two 
houses west of his location. Detective immediately recognized the male to be 
Suspect Robert Avitia. Detectivi “ · was the suspect and Mr. 
Avitia starting walking westbound on 1097 Place. Detective| tated he told Mr. Avitia to get 
on the ground, as Mr. Avitia was on the south side of the street. Detective IEEE also stated 
Special Agent [Eas walking and also giving commands to Mr. Avitia. Detective JE 
told detectives he saw Robert Avitia pull a handgun with his right hand and started running westbound 
cutting across the street in an northwest direction toward Budlong. Detective Ш гс Special 
Ager ИЩИ vas using his hand held radio to advise other team members Mr. Avitia was running 
on the north sidewalk. Оеіес е told detectives he ordered Мг. Avitia to get on the ground 
and told Mr. Avitia to drop the gun approximately 5 times at the top of his voice. Detective ЕНІНЕН 
stated he was pointing his rifle at Mr. Avitia. Detective ИИ << the hairs on the back of his 
neck stood up because Мг. Avitia was looking in a way as if “he was going to target or run”. Detective 

stated he continued to tell Suspect Robert Avitia to drop the gun that was in his right hand. 
Detective ИШШЕсіг:ес he took cover behind a Chevy Tahoe on the rear passenger side of the 
vehicle. 


Detective ШЕШЕ о detectives Suspect Robert Avitia stopped near a brick wall as the rest of the 
GSU team blocked Mr. Avitia on Budlong Avenue. Detective ШИ stated his team members 
were closer to Suspect Robert Avitia and heard team members give commands since they were closer 
to Suspect Robert Avitia. Detective ШШШ сага his team members order Suspect Robert Avitia 
to drop the gun, he added they were yelling the commands. Detective Й Suspect Robert 


Avitia take a cell шш. out with his left hand while he was still holding a handgun with his right hand. 


Detective stated Special Agent с him he was going to watch the rear in case 
somebody came up from behind them. 
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Detective ЩИ stated Mr. Avitia kept looking around as if he was going to target one of them or 
looking for an avenue of escape. Detective И stated Robert Avitia was on the phone for 
approximately 2 minutes. 


Detective ШИ saw Mr. Avitia start to raise the агт һе was holding the gun in toward the team 
members when he heard a volley of gunfire. Detective saw Suspect Robert Avitia’s body 
jerk and go to the ground on his knees. Detective observed Мг. Avitia still һаа а gun in his 
right hand and started raising the дип. Detectiv ted he was afraid Mr. Avitia was going 
to shoot at the team so he fired rounds at Mr. Avitia. Mr. Avitia then went to the ground. Detective 

heard “get the shield”. Detective advised his team members he could not see 
Mr. Avitia or the gun at that time. Detective И provided cover as the team approached 
Suspect Avitia and placed him in handcuffs. Detective ШЕ есі South Los Angeles Deputies 
arrived and secured the scene. 


Detective В provided detectives his M4LE Colt Rifle Law Enforcement Serial ЕШ не 
told detectives he loads his firearm with 28 rounds. Detectives counted the rounds in the firearm. 
Detective [EI stated he removed 1 round that was in the chamber and detectives counted 25 
rounds in the magazine, plus the 1 in the chamber, counted for 26 rounds. Detectives noted a surefire 
light on the side rail, in an aim point COMP4 red dot optic on the top rail. 


Detective [had nothing further to add and the interview was terminated. 


On 05-27-2020, at approximately 0150 hours, Detectives relinquished the firearms belonging to 
Detective Detective Detective зс Detective ЕШ to Firearms 
Specialist Tracy Peck. 


On 05-27-2020 at 0245 hours, Coroner Investigator BRENDA SCHAFER, arrived at scene. 
Detectives noted gunshot wound to the right thumb of Suspect Avitia, and gunshot wound to the left 
side of Suspect Avitia. Detectives also noted an apparent gunshot wound to the left shoulder to 
Suspect Avitia, and multiple gunshot wounds to the upper torso. Coroner Investigator Brenda Schafer 
found a bang of bullets in the left pocket of Robert Avitia’s shorts. 


On 05-28-2020, Detectives viewed a security video from а residence on 109!" Place. Detectives noted 
at 1719 hours and 30 seconds, Suspect Avitia walking from the south corner across the street 
northbound. Detectives noted Mr. Avitia started to run westbound with an apparent gun in his right 
hand. Detectives noted Special Agent ЕЕЕ cunning and Detective И г по westbound 
109" Place. Detectives noted at 1719 hours and 36 seconds, Mr. Avitia was wearing black shoes, 
tan/white_shorts, white shirt with black string backpack. Detectives noted Mr. Avitia turned toward 
Deputy and Special Agent casing a gun in his right hand. Detectives noted 
Detective де! out of the vehicle with an AR15 Rifle. 

At approximately 1719 and 47 seconds Detectives noted Special Agent | get into Detective 
=a vehicle and moved the vehicle in a southwest direction. Detectives watched a second 
security video and noted Mr. Avitia walk out from a yard at approximately 1725 and 0 seconds. 
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Detectives noted Mr. Avitia walked into the street and then start running westbound 109" Place. 
Detectives noted Detective ШЕН vehicle and approached in the direction of Mr. Avitia. 


On 05-30-2020, the Autopsy of Suspect Robert Avitia was performed by Dr. Carrillo. Dr. Carrillo stated 
the cause of death was by multiple gunshot wounds and multiple shrapnel wounds to the upper torso. 


On 06-04-2020, at approximately 1010 hours, Detectives met and spoke with MARCELO CAMPOS at 
the Sheriff's Homicide Bureau Office. Present during the interview was Deputy District Attorney 
Lawless and Chung. Deputy Campos stated he is a member of the Gang Surveillance Unit of 
Operation Safe Street and is assigned as the Take Down Unit. The Take Down Unit consist of 
uniformed personnel to assist undercover detectives, make arrests or conduct T-stops together 
intelligence for the detectives. Deputy Campos stated he was wearing his Class B uniform which 
consisted of green pants, tan shirt with Sheriff's insignia patches on the shoulders and a green outer 
tactical vest which had Sheriff's insignia, patches on the front and rear of the vest. Deputy Campos 
stated he was working with his partner Deputy Woodard on the day of the incident and they were in an 
unmarked Sheriff's vehicle which was а Ford Explorer. 


Deputy Campos stated they met at South Los Angeles Station to go over the operation for the day. 
Deputy Campos stated the team was going to conduct surveillance and attempt to apprehend Suspect 
Robert Avitia. Deputy Campos stated his job along with Deputy Woodard was to detain Mr. Avitia if 
he was caught. Deputy Campos stated he parked the vehicle approximately 3 blocks from where team 
members were conducting surveillance at a school, and listened to radio traffic. Deputy Campos 
stated Detective advised over the radio they wete going to do call outs at around 1630 hours, 
because Detective saw Suspect Avitia inside the residence. Detective Ц advised 
Deputy Campos and Woodard to come to their location and do call outs on 110" Street. Deputy 
Campos stated he did the call outs using the PA system of their unmarked vehicle and called out the 
residence of the house Detective = Suspect Robert Avitia. Deputy Campos stated he did 
four to five call outs before anyone exited the residence. Deputy Campos stated females and kids 
came out of the front door of the residence. Deputy Campos told detectives he heard over the radio 
Mr. Avitia was running out the back of the house. 


Deputy Campos told detectives he got back into his Ford Explorer and started to drive westbound 
toward Budlong Avenue. While driving toward Budlong Avenue he heard over the radio Mr. Avitia was 
walking with a gun. Deputy Campos saw the Robert Avitia with a gun when they arrived at Budlong 
Avenue and 109" Place. Deputy Campos stated Мг. Avitia was behind a green саг. Deputy Campos 
stated һе and Detective Woodard were the first to arrive at the corner of Budlong Avenue and 109" 
Place before the rest of the team arrived. Deputy Campos stated he stopped his vehicle when he saw 
Robert Avitia. 


Deputy Campos stated he was giving commands to Robert Avitia to drop the gun, and Mr. Avitia did 
not comply with order. Deputy Campos stated he and Detective Woodard requested more units from 
South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station. Deputy Campos saw Deter ШИИ: Sergeant 

get behind a white car and they were giving commands to Mr. Avitia, because they had a better 


visual on Mr. Avitia. Deputy Campos stated Robert Avitia was walking back and forth when he grabbed 
a phone with his left hand. Deputy Campos stated as Mr. Avitia was walking back and forth he would 
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lose sight of Mr. Avitia. Deputy Campos stated when Мг. Avitia was out of his sight he heard 5 to 10 
gunshots coming from the right of his location. Deputy Campos saw the team go to the green car and 
he went with them and got the shield to advance toward Suspect Avitia to make an arrest and provide 
medical attention. Deputy Campos stated he only heard 6 shots from the right of his location. Deputy 
Campos stated Sergeant [J made a plan to approach Mr. Avitia. Deputy Campos saw Sergeant 

move Robert Avitia’s right hand and the gun was in the right hand. Deputy Campos stated 
Sergeant kicked the gun away. 


Deputy Campos stated he cut Robert Avitia’s shirt away to provide first aid, but fire arrived. Deputy 
Campos stated he went back to his vehicle to clean his hands. 


Deputy Campos does not know if Mr. Avitia fired his weapon. Deputy Campos stated he did not fire 
his weapon. Deputy Campos stated once the scene was secured he went back to South Los Angeles 
Station OSS office. Deputy Campos told detectives he knew who knew Suspect Robert Avitia when 
he saw him оп 109" Place of the description of the pictures of Mr. Avitia. Deputy Campos added they 
were working the case for approximately two weeks on Robert Avitia. 


Deputy Campos had nothing further to add and the interview was terminated. 


On 06-04-2020, at approximately 1040 hours, Detectives met and spoke with Deputy THEODORE 
WOODARD at South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station. Present during this interview was Los Angeles 
County District Attorney Justice System Integrity Division Investigator Lawless and District Attorney 
Chung. Also present during this interview Пот Los Angeles County Internal Affairs Bureau! was 
Sergeant Maury. 


Deputy Woodard stated he was working Operation Safe Street Gang Surveillance Unit as a takedown 
unit on the day of the Deputy Involved Shooting. He was working with his partner Deputy Campos 
along with approximately 8 to 9 other undercover detectives. Deputy Woodard told detectives on the 
day of the shooting he was wearing a Sheriff's Department uniform with Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Department patches affixed to both shoulders, cloth Sheriffs badge affixed to his left breast pocket and 
his Sheriff's Department vest with sand brown gun belt. He further added the Sheriff's Department 
logos were affixed in large letters to his vest he was wearing that day. Deputy Woodard told detectives 
he began his shift between г anc | hours on that day. He met with his team at South Los 
Angeles Sheriff's Station and set out to do surveillance and apprehend a suspect wanted for a murder 
in the area 110' Street and Vermont. He stated the person he was looking for was named Robert 
Avitia. Deputy Woodard along with his partner positioned themselves at 108" Street and Vermont 
Avenue where they parked for the majority of the day waiting to be summoned by the detectives 
conducting the surveillance. Deputy Woodard stated he and his partner waited for approximately 6 to 
8 hours before hearing Detective MM oadcast over his radio that he had seen Mr. Avitia at one 
of the locations look out the front door. 


Deputy Woodard and other units responded to Deputy ocation in order to contain that house. 
Deputy Woodard stated he was responsible for doing call outs and announcements with the public 
announcement system in his patrol vehicle. He recalled making the announcement “LASD is here 
come out” at the location at 1107 Street. Deputy Woodard told detectives his partner Deputy 
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Campos was the опе who was broadcasting the call outs over the РА system. Не recalled people 
from inside the residence began to come out during which he saw someone who looked like Mr. Avitia 
run through the location toward the rear. Deputy Woodard stated he saw Мг. Avitia come out from a 
room inside the house and run north out of the location. He recalled hearing Detective ЕЕЕ 
broadcast over his radio that Mr. Avitia was running toward the back. He later heard another detective 
broadcast over the radio that Mr. Avitia was running westbound on 109" Place with a gun in hand. 


Deputy Woodard stated he and his partner drove westbound on 110% toward Budlong, then north on 
Budlong to 109" Place and Budlong where they stopped and saw Mr. Avitia running at 109" Place 
holding a gun in his hand. Deputy Woodard saw Mr. Avitia stop at the front portion of a green vehicle 
situated along the north sidewalk of 109" Place. Deputy Woodard stated Mr. Avitia stood in between 
a white vehicle and the aforementioned green vehicle parked along the north curb. He added he 
immediately recognized Mr. Avitia from seeing his picture in prior flyers during the briefings. Deputy 
Woodard stated he was approximately 25 to 30 yards from Mr. Avitia when he saw him. He added Mr. 
Avitia was not complying with commands that were being given to him. He saw Mr. Avitia had a gun 
in his right hand, holding it to his side near his thigh area. Deputy Woodard stated assisting detectives 
arrived to his location and began giving additional commands to “put the gun down”. Deputy Woodard 
stated there was a point where he lost sight of Mr. Avitia. Deputy Woodard transmitted over his radio 
that they were detaining a suspect with a gun at 109" Place and Budlong. Не requested assistance 
rom South Los Angeles Sheriff's Station Deputies to his location. 


Deputy Woodard told detectives he was taking cover behind the passenger side door of his vehicle. 
He heard the dispatcher acknowledge his request followed immediately by the sound of gunshots. 
Deputy Woodard stated he broadcasted that a Deputy Involved Shooting had occurred. He added he 
heard the gunshots coming from his right side. He also stated he requested the Los Angeles County 
Fire Paramedics to respond to his location to render aid to Mr. Avitia. He also requested South Los 
Angeles Sheriff's Units to begin setting up a containment of the area. Deputy Woodard heard Sergeant 
и. for a ballistic shield to be brought up. Не then saw Sergeant | ЕЕ and another 

егесіме form an arrest team and approached Mr. Avitia. He recalled Deputy Campos was holding 
he ballistic shield followed by Detectives A and himself. Deputy Woodard 
approached Mr. Avitia and took hold of Mr. Avitia’s right hand which was under his body. Deputy 
Woodard stated he then placed Mr. Avitia in handcuffs. Deputy Woodard recalled seeing Mr. Avitia’s 
gun lying atop the grass to the right of Mr. Avitia. A few moments later Los Angeles County Fire 
Paramedics arrived at the scene and subsequently pronounced Mr. Avitia dead. Deputy Woodard 
stated he waited at that scene to be transported to South Los Angeles Station to be interviewed by 
detectives. 


Deputy Woodard had nothing further to add and this interview was terminated. 
On 06-04-2020, at approximately 1100 hours, Detectives met and spoke with Special Agent АИ 
Present during this interview was Los Angeles County District Attorney Justice System 


ntegrity Division Investigator Lawless and District Attorney Chung. Also present during this interview 
rom Los Angeles County Internal Affairs Bureau was Sergeant Maury. 
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Special Agent И stated he was temporarily assigned to the Operation Safe Street Gang 
Surveillance Unit on the date of the shooting. He stated on that date he was tasked with the 
surveillance and apprehension of Mr. Avitia. Не recalled starting the surveillance sometime around 
0930 hours that morning. Special Agent told detectives on that day he was wearing a black 
T-shirt with black shorts and had green tactical bullet proof vest in the car with them. Special Agent 

old detectives, Detective had seen Mr. Avitia on a prior day 
On the day of the shooting Special Agent was set up down the street conducting surveillance 
of the area. He recalled not much activity or movement occurring during most of the day. Later, in 
the evening he recalled Detective broadcasting that he saw Мг. Avitia come out of one of the 
residence. Пе(есіуе ШЕ formulated a plan to call out the residence and occupants оў 


Street. Part of the plan was also to call out Mr. Avitia by name. Detective sent detectives 
around the location and assigned Special Aer ШЙ: Detectivi t north and set 
up on 109" Place with corresponding numbers to the target location. Special Agent recalled 


sometime_around 1700 hours, the take down unit for their team along with Sergeant and 
Detective ВВ Detective and Detective [J surrounded the front of the location and 


began giving commands to the occupants to come ош. Не recalled Detective [EE broadcast 
that someone was running toward the back of the location. 


Special Agent Е Detectives he saw Мг. Avitia standing on the south curb of 109" Place оп 

the sidewalk. He immediately recognize Mr. Avitia from prior photos he had seen. Special Agent 

e yelled “police don't move,” twice and saw Mr. Avitia “skip” away from him and Detective 

Special ‘cert ЕШШ; Mr. Avitia take something out of his waistband. Special 

Agent saw that the object Mr. Avitia had pulled out was a gun. Special лоот ИИ 
began giving commands to Mr. Avitia “police, don’t move, put the gun down.” 


Special Agent broadcasted over his radio “417, suspect running westbound оп 109” 
Special Agent stated he saw Mr. Avitia’s finger inside the trigger guard of the дип. He 
estimated they ran approximately 100 to 200 yards west on 109" Place. Special дел ШЕН 


stated he heard gunshots as ће was looking east on 109" Place. He turned to look west and saw 
bullets hit the back stop behind where Mr. Avitia had been standing. He turned back around to cover 
the east portion of 109" Place and heard Detective Mire two rounds. Special Agent 
stated he continued covering their rear as Mr. Avitia was taken into custody. Special Agent 
began directing traffic away from the scene. He recalled hearing Deputy Woodard broadcast over his 
radio requesting for paramedics to respond to their location. Special Agent БЕЙ stated Los 
Angele County Fire Paramedics arrived at the location and pronounced Mr. Avitia dead at the scene. 


Special Agent bac nothing further to add and this interview was terminated. 


On 06-04-2020, at_approximately 1133 hours, Detectives Giles and Torres met and spoke with 
Sergeant t the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Homicide Bureau. Sergeant НЕН 
told detectives he is the Sergeant for the Gangs Surveillance Unit of Operation Safe Streets. Sergeant 

told detectives GSU is a Surveillance and Apprehensive team that look and find suspects. 
Sergeant added the unit is and undercover/plain clothes unit. Sergeant [told detectives 
on the day of the incident he was wearing shorts and a T-shirt. 
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Sergeant а detectives the GSU team arrived at the South Los Angele Sheriffs Station at 
approximately 1000 hours, to go over the operation for the day. Sergeant ‘old detectives the 
team for the day was Detective [J Detective Detective Detective 
Special Agent Mand Deputies Woodard and Campos. Sergeant added Detective 
Е prior to the incident. Sergeant J told detectives Deputies Woodard and Campos 
were the take down team and they are the uniformed personnel for the team and wear full Sheriff 
uniform with the Sheriffs patches and badges. They also аге in an unmarked Sheriff's vehicle with full 
lights and sirens. 


Sergeant ате he parked to conduct surveillance ot о ЖЕШИН Sergeant ЕН 


stated they were looking for murder suspect Robert Avitia, who was wanted for a May 1, 2020 murder. 
He stated betective ШШ = the lead detective on the surveillance operation to apprehend Suspect 
Robert Avitia. Sergeant [lj state he knew what Suspect Robert Avitia looked like based оп the 
photos and briefing of the case with team members prior to operation on the day. Sergeant the 
team set up to conduct surveillance at two locations, because Detective ИЙ. =v Mr. Avitia leaving 
EEA. week prior. Sergeant stated the team was set up at approximately 1010 
hours to conduct surveillance. Sergeant stated they were conducting surveillance for 
approximately 7 hours when approximately 1630 to 1645 hours, Detective [J saw Suspect Robert 
Avitia look out the front door of 110" Street. Sergeant Е-ге Detective н 
parked across {ће зїгее! and go on his hand held radio to let the rest of the team know ће saw Mr. 
Avitia. Sergeant state the team waited approximately 30 minutes until they conducted call outs 
of the location with Uniformed Deputies Woodard and Campos. S тосап ШЙ stated they did two 
to three calls before people started coming outside the residence, and another five to six call outs for 
Suspect Robert Avitia to come out before one of his detectives saw Mr. Avitia run out the back of the 
residence. Зегдеат с2а the detective yell out loud and get оп the radio that Mr. Avitia was 
running out the back. Sergeant | stated he could not see Mr. Avitia run out. Sergeant 
stated at approximately 30 seconds to a minute Special Agen ot on the radio and advised 
the teammates Мг. Avitia was running with а дип. Sergeant told his team to go around the 
corner of Budlong on 109" Place. Sergeant drove himself and stopped at Budlong south of 
109" Place. Sergeant и. Deputies Campos and Woodward yelling with their guns out. 
Sergeant stated he could not make out what they were yelling because they were trying to see 
what they were looking at. 


Sergeant [MJ stated he joined Detectives кети ШЕИ behind a vehicle on the 
south curb of 109!" Place. Sergeant stated he saw Mr. Avitia on north curb with a gun in his 


hand. а < Mr. АуШа was standing like a zombie with thousand yard stare. 


Sergean dded suspect had the gun along the right side of his body and his finger on the trigger. 


бегі cant _ said he took cover with several of his team members behind a vehicle. Sergeant 
said Detective Mas giving commands to the suspect and Detective and 
were assigned as lethal options. The suspect went behind а vehicle and Sergeant 
did not have a good sight of the suspect and also assigned Detective 2 a lethal option due to 
his line of sight towards the suspect. Мг. Avitia was not paying attention to the commands and was 
looking in the direction of Оеіес | Mr. Avitia would look at the detectives but held on to 
the gun. Mr. Avitia then reached into his right pocket with his left hand and retrieved a cell phone. 
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Мг. Avitia began to talk to his го егес ос the team Mr. Avitia was saying his “Good 
Byes.” Ѕегдеап 20 Mr. Avitia look at the team members and in Detective ВИЕ irection 


when he saw a jerking movement by Mr. Avitia’s right arm. Sergeant о focused on Mr. Avitia’s 
upper body, and heard and saw from his peripheral vison the detectives he assigned as lethal shooters 
fire towards Мг. Avitia. After the first volley of gun fire, Mr. Avitia fell to the ground, and Sergean 
could not see him. Sergeant stated at this time Detective ИЙ сс 2 rounds at Mr. Avitia. 
Sergeant Ш then directed his team to move towards the car Mr. Avitia was behind. Detective 
stated he could see Mr. Avitia but could not see his hands. Sergeant ordered Deputy 
Campos to get the ballistic shield and move up with the team. Sergeant said as they 
approached Mr. Avitia he saw the left hand of Mr. Avitia was under his body and his right hand was 
towards his upper right shoulder area. Sergeant | ЕЕ said he could see a gun іп Mr. Avitia’s right 
hand so һе grabbed the gun and threw the gun approximately 2 to 3 feet away from Mr. Avitia. 
Serger lll Deputy Woodard handcuffed Mr. Avitia. Sergeant | Deputy Campos 
and Detective rovide first aid to Mr. Avitia, until the Los Aneles County Fire Department 
arrived approximately 2 minutes after MR. Avitia was handcuffed. Mr. Avitia was pronounced dead 
and Sergeant ШЕ had deputies from South Los Angeles Station watch the firearm Mr. Avitia had in 
his possession. 


Sergeant сес ће felt the incident would пої end well after Detective ос the team Mr. 
Avitia was saying his “Good byes.” Sergeant believed Mr. Avitia was going to shoot it out with 
the police. 


With nothing further to add the interview was terminated. | 
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We responded to 109th Place and Budlong Avenue, Los Angeles, СА 90044 regarding emergent 
radio traffic, deputies detaining a murder suspect at gunpoint. While responding to the location 
further emergent traffic was relayed, deputies were involved in a shooting. 


Upon our arrival, Operation Safe Streets-Gang Surveillance Unit (OSS-GSU) deputies had the suspect 
detained. 


1 observed a male Hispanic adult (Later identified as S/Avitia, Robert) laying chest down оп the 
ground, on the north sidewalk, directly in front of west 109th Place, Los Angeles, CA 90044.5/ 
Avitia was handcuffed behind his back, his head was to the east and his feet were to the west. 


Fire engine 14 responded to the incident under the supervision of Captain Valdoria. Paramedic 
Sowden EEE pronounced S/Avitia deceased at 1720 hours at the incident location. 


We maintained the scene until homicide detectives arrived to the location at 1940 hours and took 
control of the investigation. 
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